
November  11,  2008  

                  NNNeeewwwsss   NNNooottteeesss   

Once again, I want to welcome our new 
families to our parish.  I hope all of you feel at 
home.  As a Catholic school administrator, I 
feel fortunate to be a part of Mary, Queen of 
Peace Catholic Parish.  Under the direction of 
our pastor, Father Ronnie, Mary, Queen of 
Peace is a warm, nurturing parish that truly 
lives the Catholic mission. Our school is 
fortunate to be one of the numerous ministries 
of our parish. Many of you have become 
involved in those ministries and I want to 
offer our thanks to you, our school families, 
who have given so graciously of your time. 
Not only have you been instrumental in the 
success of our church dedication and parish 
auction, you also have volunteered your time 
in countless ways to help make all of our 
ministries the best they can be! 

Academically, our school continues to 
strengthen. We recently had our Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
reaccreditation, and our school once again did 
extremely well. We have also implemented a 
new reading curriculum which allows us more 
opportunity to integrate our technology while 
teaching the students various reading skills in 
a most exciting way.  We are currently  
evaluating our English curriculum and will 
make relevant changes for next year. It is 
exciting to see our technology becoming 
òsecond natureó to our students. As always, we 
welcome input from you! 

Our Catholic faith continues to be at the 
forefront of all we do! We now celebrate our 
Wednesday Mass in our new church.  Please 
join us as we celebrate our faith in this most 

Principalõs News 

Pre-K News ð Ms. K.K., Ms. Beth, and Ms. Michelle 
    It is hard to believe that an entire nine 
weeks is behind us!  We are off to a wonderful 
start in Pre -K.  The students have adjusted 
well to their new school and have become 
well acquainted with finding the cafeteria, 
playground, library, computer lab,  and the 
office.  We are so proud of them!  
    We have learned the letters A -E, and have 
been introduced to the numbers 1 -5.  They 
especially enjoyed learning about the 
different themes that have been discussed 
with the letters of  the alphabet.  We had an 
apple tasting contest, dug for dinosaurs, had a 
special guest talk to us about cycling, and 
another discussed the importance of 
exercising and healthy  eating.  The children 
have enjoyed the ma ny parents and 
grandparents who have come to our 
classrooms to read. 
    Pre-K had a blast with our first school bus 
ride and field trip to Ms. Heatherõs Pumpkin 
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sacred way.  Our students are also putting 
their faith into action. A few weeks ago, 
our third grade students were reunited 
with their last yearõs buddies from the 
school of our twinning parish, St. Rita ð 
New Orleans. Second graders met their 
buddies for the first time. The trip to the 
zoo followed by a picnic was a wonderful 
day and the children look forward to 
seeing their friends in the spring when we 
will join with St. Rita for another fun day!  
This past week, our pre-kindergarten 
visited Roquette Lodge which brought 
smiles to many of the residents.  Our 
schoolõs Mission Club is in full swing and 
has more members than ever before! We 
have begun collecting for the Thanksgiving 
baskets, and soon we will also have our 
angel tree in the back of the church.  Of 
course, we live our faith best by how we 
treat others.  To find out how we do this, 
please ask your children about òThink 
Five.ó 

Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our children, 
parents, and faculty who have worked 
together to help our children put their 
faith into action.  As your Catholic school 
principal, I continually find it to be a 
privilege to lead this most important 
ministry.  A sincere thank you to 
everyoneéfor once again, making our 
school such a special place!   

 

 Sincerely, 
 Dr. Jan Daniel Lancaster 
 

Patch.  Everyone had a fantastic time learning 
about pumpkins, petting the animals, and 
choosing a pumpkin to take home for 
Halloween. 
    In religion, we learned about praying to God 
and started attending school Mass.  We have 
learned the Glory Be, Lunch Blessing, the Act 
of Contrition and have started practicing the 
Our Father.  Belonging, helping, loving , and 
being baptized into the  Catholic faith have 
been topics that we have discussed.  
    It was great seeing so many parents and 
students attend this yearõs curriculum night.  
The students did an awesome job with stencil 
leaf painting for fall trees, dot alphabet art, 
and Halloween bingo. 
    We are looking forward to more exciting 
adventures in Pre-K this year.  We can hardly 
wait to share these special moments with all of 
you! 

  

Pr incipa l :  Dr.  Jan Lancaster  

Ass is tant  Pr incipa l :  Susan Perry  

Upcoming 
Events 

 Parent/Teacher Conf. ð 
Nov. 20 

 Fall Fest ð Nov. 21 

 Angel Tree Begins ð 
Nov. 23 
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Kindergarten News ð Ms. Betsy, Ms. Cindy, and Ms. Leah 

The first grade classes are off to a g reat start this year.  We 
are very excited to be using our new reading series!  The 
students are all becoming terrific readers.  With the beginning 
of the second nine weeks we have begun our AR program.  
Everyone is very excited to be reading and taking te sts. The 
points are really starting to add up.  We are also learning how to 
write interesting sentences and stories as our writing improves.  

In math we have been spending a lot of time working on 
addition and subtraction facts , and we are about to start 
graphing.  In social studies we have been talking about our 
communities and neighborhoods.  We also got involved in the 
recent election by talking about the candidates , and each class 

First Grade News ð Ms. Paige, Ms. Kelly, and Ms. MaryBeth 
even held a mock election on November 4

th
.  

All first grade students did  report s on their favorite saint s 
which they presented to their class es.  Some of the lucky ones 
got to tell the whole school about their saint during our annual 
Saints Alive program on November 5

th
.  Two students from each 

class dressed as their saint and did their report before the Mass.  
They did a wonderful job!  

We are looking forward to our first field trip to Lynn 
Meadows Discovery Center in Gulfport, Mississippi.  The students 
will be able to learn many things through hands on activities.  
We will also take advantage of the nice weather and picnic.  We 
know the rest of the year will continue to be a great one!  
 

 We can almost put the hurricane season behind us and 
welcome the start of a calmer second semester. The first 
semester is always full of new changes, and it takes time to 
transition into another grade level.  We have a lot to look forward 
to, especially with our new AR program.  Thank you , parents, for 
supporting our efforts to encourage  your children to read. We 
overhear our students discussing and sharing what they have read 
in their books with excitement  everyday. 
 In our math classes we have been learning about number 
patterns  and comparing and ordering numbers.  We have worked 
at understanding tables and graphs along with some new addition 
strategies.  The students have been quoted as saying, òMath is 
fun!ó 
  In our science class, to better understand the process of a 
plantõs development, we grew pea and bean plants.  They were 
plante d in plexi glass containers so that we could witness the root 
system developing.   We also integrated math into our lesson as 
we measured and charted how tall they were growing over a 28 
day period.  One of our bean plants grew to be 27 inches tall and 
sprouted 17 leaves!  

Second Grade News ð Mrs. Stiller and Mrs. Collett 
 In social studies and reading we have been learning about 
communities.  We learned that our own classrooms are like a 
community.  We are also understanding more about different 
cultures and communities.  We learned that although we are al l 
different in many ways, we are alike in many ways too.  
 Officer Powell, from the Mandeville Police Department ,  has 
come into our classes to discuss safety with the students. We 
discussed the importance of having a safety plan in pl ace should you 
have an intruder  or a fire at your home.  Ask the children what they 
learned.   
 On October 24th the third graders from M rs. Dumõs class and Mrs. 
Rhodesõ class joined our class as we met  with students from our 
òsister schooló St. Rita.  We all enjoyed our field trip at the 
Audubon Zoo, as well as meeting our new pen pals.  Since we are 
studying animals in our science unit this week, we were able to 
classify the animals as well as observe them in their habitats.  
 The students have learned about four of the seven sa craments so 
far (Baptism, Penance, Communion, and Confirmation).  Thank you 
for sharing with your children any factual information or event that 
took place on their Baptism Day.  They love hearing stories about 
what it means to be Catholic.  
 

 Third grade has had an exciting fall!  We took an 
awesome field trip to the zoo as we studied animals and 
their adaptations.   We also met our St. Rita  friends there 
and had a picnic with them.  We exchanged bookmarks  
about ourselves.  We will be sending lett ers to our friends 
at St. Rita School during the school year and have a fun 
trip planned in the spring.  
 In class we have been very busy working on our 
cursive handwriting.  Soon we will be writing in cursive all 
the time!  We're enjoying the interesting stories in our 
new reading book and are excited about our new AR 

Third Grade News ð Mrs. Dum and Mrs. Rhodes 
program.  We love to read!  Our individual goals for the 
second quarter have been set, and we are working hard to 
reach them so that we can attend the  reward movie at 
the end of the quarter.  Subtracting across zeros is a 
challenging skill that we are working on in math class, and 
we are still working on our addition and subtraction math 
facts.  Before you know it, we will be beginning our 
multiplicatio n facts!   
 In religion, we are learning about the Church year 
and are looking forward to the Advent season and 
preparing for Jesus' birth.  And best of all, we  are 
enjoying celebrating M ass in our new beautiful church!   
 

October was an incredibly busy and exciting month!  To start things 
off, kindergarten was finally able to attend Mass in the beautiful 
new church.  We love being a part of our school service every 
week.  The Living Rosary was also a very special event for us.  
Thank you to all that were able to attend.  
Throughout the month we celebrated a few recognized holidays as 
well as a few MQP holidays!  Columbus Day was a great time to 
discuss the man who discovered our great country.  Red Ribbon 
week was a huge success.  We had wacky sock day, hats and shades 
day, and of course crazy hair day.  W hat a great way to celebrate 
saying òNOó to drugs!  We also, of course, had great Halloween 
parties in our classes with lots of great treats!  Thank you to all the 
family members who were  able to attend our festivities. W e could 
not do it without you!  

As you can see we were very busy, but our academics were never 
far fro m our eager minds.  In language arts we focused on the 
letters  Dd, Ss, Ll, and Ii.  We also began to blend words and took 
home our first word list.  Math lessons were centered around 
patterns, sorting, left/right, recognizing numbers and number 
words, more than, fewer than, and before and after on a number 
line.  In religion we talked about Godõs gifts of land, water, and 
animals.  We discussed the lives of a few saints and  read a few 
bible stories.  In science and s ocial living we learned about 
pumpkins and how they grow .  We also talked about seasons and 
the different things we may see in each.  We also studied several 
nocturnal animals such as bats, owls, and raccoons and the things 
they do at night.  On Election Day we even had our own voting 
booth wher e we were able to cast our own votes for President!  We 
learned that every vote counts!  
We have a great time in kindergarten and canõt wait to do much 
more!!!   
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 My middle school students were introduced to 
Checkpoint Charlieõs, pyramids, see saws, and lollypops.  
These ògamesó provided them with an exciting way to 
practice the concepts taught in class.  
 The fifth graders started the year by learning place 
value up to the hundred quadrillions place.  This concept 
was followed by our study of the important divisibility 
rules, powers and exponents, and the concept of order 
of operations.  We ended the quart er working with 
variables and solving problems containing variables.  
 The sixth grade began the new year by studying place 
value up to the hundred quintillions place.  My students 
handled these enormous numbers extremely well.  Of all 

Middle School ð Math News ð Mr. D. 

the concepts studied,  positive and negative numbers 
proved to be the greatest challenge.  We have worked 
tirelessly to master these signed numbers.  As the 
quarter ended, we began our study of prime 
factorization.  
 Seventh grade pre-algebra is a demanding and 
challenging course of study.  Concepts that are learned 
this year will be part of their curriculums in future 
years.  During the first quarter, my seventh graders 
studied many things ð positive and negative numbers, 
solving algebraic equations, order of operations, and 
prime factorization.  There is so much more to 
accomplish! 

Middle School Reading got a new look this year.  
All three classes began the year with a new reading 
series.  This year the fifth grade students are using  the 
McGraw Hill series, Treasures.  The sixth and seventh 
grade students are using the McDougal Littell series , 
Literature.  Each series has wonderful stories covering 
all different genres and comprehension skills.   

In the second quarter, students began using our 
new AR system.  Each student is working toward his or 

Middle School ð Reading News ð Mrs. Mares 

her own personal goal so as to receive the AR award at 
the end of the quarter.  Good l uck reaching your goals!  

Finally, each class will be reading a novel in the 
second quarter.  The fifth gr ade students will be reading 
Maniac Magee. The sixth grade students will be reading 
Hatchet .  The seventh grade students will be reading 
The Devilõs Arithmetic. 

 

 I canõt believe it is already November!  The students 
really jumped into the swing of things and have been 
working very hard!  
 The fifth grade students began the year with the 
study of nouns.  From nouns, they learned about the five 
steps of the writing process and applied the steps by 
writing a news story.  I am enjoying getting to read all of 
their stories!  Fifth grade is currently working on the 
pronoun chapter.  
 Sixth grade also began the year with the study of 
nouns and then jumped right into pronouns.  They have 
recently completed the chapter on pronouns and will be 

Middle School ð English News ð Ms. Behan 

working on adjectives while working on the research 
stage of their social s tudies fair research paper.  
 Seventh grade opened the year with the chapter on 
nouns.  After finishing the chapter on nouns, the 
students learned what makes a good paragraph and 
applied those elements in writing a character sketch of 
their most interesting  family member.  I have enjoyed 
getting to know the students better through their 
character sketch of a family member.  We have since 
begun studying pronouns.  The pronoun chapter for 
seventh grade is very long and challenging, but I know 
the students will  rise to the occasion.  

 

 Fourth grade is off to a fantastic s tart.   Everyone has 
really adjusted nicely to switching classes.  We have 
enjoyed using our new reading textbook series.  The 
students have been working on polishing up their 
paragraph writing skills by creating pumpkin stories.  They 
look very nice in ou r hall.  Social studies has brought us to 
the states in the Northeast and taught us more about 
Native Americans.  In science we studied inherited traits 

Fourth Grade News ð Mrs. Wilkinson and Mrs. Waguespack 
and graphed them using the laptops.  Math has been busy 
as well.  We have learned more about elapsed ti me and 
began learning the basics of algebra.  Religion focused on 
the liturgical year as well as the sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  We also enjoyed a pep rally and the Living 
Rosary.  The second quarter is sure to be as much, if not 
more, fun!   
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Middle school has blasted off to a great start this school 
year! We began the year by welcoming many new students to 
our middle school.  We are so glad to have you with us this 
year!  

My classes have been very busy putting their scientific 
minds to work.  5 th graders are studying life science this 
year.  We began the year studying cells, their parts, and 
processes.  They had a blast constructing animal cells out of 
yummy edible parts.  We are also beginning to study plants, 
their parts, and f unctions.   

This year our 6th graders are studying earth science.  We 
began the year studying matter.  They completed in class 
projects in which each student òadoptedó an element from 

Middle School ð Science News ð Mrs. Roussel 
the Periodic Table of Elements.  We also began studying 
minerals and rocks.  Mrs. Donna Lange, one of our 6th 
grade parents came to one of our classes to conduct an 
experiment that tested the hardness of different minerals.  
6th graders also made crystals out of salt and sugar.  
Unfortunately we will have to redo the experimen t with 6B 
as it did not work out as planned!  

7th graders are studying physical science this year.   We 
spent the majority of the 1 st quarter learning about 
Newtonõs 3 laws of motion.  We did several experiments to 
help us understand how and why objects mov e.  7 th graders 
have started working on Science Fair projects.  They have 
generated many interesting topics.  I look forward to 
viewing their projects at the fair in January.  

 

     What an exciting time this h as been as we have 
watched our country s elect its next President!  Our middle 
school students learned about the election process as we 
prepared to vote in the National Student/Parent Mock 
Election.  On Thursday, October 30, we cast our ballots 
on-line and then waited to see how well we predicted the 
presidential election outcome.  
    We also discussed what problems our new president 
would have to deal with.  Now we can watch as our nation 
begins a new era in leadership.  
     Our fifth grade students read ab out the ancient 
American civilizations and then wrote essays on which 
civilization th ey would like to have ruled . Now we are 
studying about how different environments affected the 
Native Americans who settled in our country.  Do you 

Middle School ð Social Studies News ð Mrs. LaRocca 
know which tribes forme d a league, which ones hunted 
buffalo, and which ones lived in the desert Southwest?  
We do! 
     In sixth grade we used web quests, crosswords, and 
acrostic poems to help us learn about the culture of 
ancient Egypt.  We also turned in our topics for our 
Social Studies Fair projects , and it looks as if  we will 
have a great fair this year!  
     Our seventh graders finished a chapter on the 
American Revolution by writing essays about which 
factors led to the American victory.  Now we are 
studying about how our government works.  It appears 
that  we are getting ready for our trip to Washington, 
D.C., in January!  

 

 In Religion this year , we have been very busy.  In 
seventh grade, we started out the year with our seventh 
grade retreat.  We then began to work on o ur 
PowerPoint presentations of the rosary and the sample 
rosaries.  We then taught our presentations to each class 
in kindergarten through fourth grade.  The seventh 
graders are enjoying being the leaders of our school.  
 The sixth graders are learning the Old Testament 
stories of the Bible.  We are learning about Moses and 
his leading the Israelites out of Egypt.  The sixth graders 
participated in the Living Rosary in October.  They have 

Middle School ð Religion News ð Mrs. Maurin 
been very excited about meeting their prayer buddies in 
second grade.  Each month they will meet with their 
prayer buddies to give them advice on making their 
sacraments.  In January, we will be going on our 5 th/6 th 
grade retreat, which will be very exciting.  
 The fifth graders are learning about the seven 
sacraments.  We just finished our chapters on Baptism.  
Once a week Officer Powell, a DARE officer, comes to 
class to instruct the students on the effects of drugs and 
alcohol.  The students are doing a gre at job participating 

in class. 


